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Would you like to monitor the changing seasons on Mars  -  Observe an eclipse occurring on Jupiter  -  
Study pictures of active volcanoes on the Jovian Moon Io  -  Contemplate the physics of Neutron Stars, 
Black Holes or Quasars  -  Perhaps discover your own Supernova or Comet  -  Record the nightly 
variations of a variable star  -  Produce stunning pictures of the night sky or build your own telescope?  If 
yes, then the Astronomical Association of Queensland (AAQ) may be able to assist you with this and 
much more. 

The AAQ, which has direct links back to the first astronomical society founded in Queensland in 1896, 
is the premier body serving amateur and professional astronomers in Queensland.  Membership in the 
AAQ is open to all that share an interest in and love of astronomy from the novice through to the 
professional astronomer.  Your level of involvement in astronomy and participation in the AAQ is up to 
you.  The AAQ is ready to help you with your astronomical endeavours, which can range from: 

�  the armchair astronomer happy to attend a few meetings and peruse the extensive range of reading 
material available in the AAQ Library; 

�  to the casual observer participating in the field nights organised for members; 

�  through to the dedicated amateur astronomer undertaking astrophotography or recording detailed 
observations that are submitted to professional astronomical bodies or conducting your own research 
programme. 

Meetings are held once a month on a Saturday between March and December in the Lecture Room of 
the Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium, Mount Coot-tha Botanical Gardens commencing at 4:00 pm.  
Visitors are most welcome.  The meetings consist of a main lecture on one of the wide variety of 
astronomical subjects, announcements of upcoming events and members’ reports on recent observations, 
new discoveries, interesting equipment etc.  The Annual General Meeting, which takes the form of a 
dinner, is held in February at a suitable venue. 

Observing sessions and excursions are organised for 
members throughout the year.  Two observing sessions, one 
lunar / planetary and the other deep sky, are organised per 
month.  The lunar / planetary observing sessions are held in 
Brisbane.  The deep sky sessions are held at nearby country 
locations with suitable amenities to allow members to 
observe fainter celestial objects free from light pollution 
generated by city lights.  At least one excursion is organised 
for members per year.  The excursion may be a visit to 
professional and amateur observatories, scientific 
institutions, conventions or special astronomical events such 
as total solar eclipses.  The AAQ also participates in the 
annual Queensland Astrofest, a week long observing camp 
held with other astronomical societies at Camp Duckadang, 
a dark sky site near Kilcoy. 

 

 
Omega Centauri – a globular star cluster 



Publications include a monthly newsletter informing members of upcoming meetings and field trips, 
association news, current celestial phenomena and observational reports by members, and an Annual 
Proceedings reviewing the technical achievements of the AAQ and its members over the past year. 

An extensive and up to date library of books, journals, videos and publications from other societies is 
maintained for members’ use.  Available topics range from general astronomy, observational methods 
through to astrophysics and amateur telescope making techniques. 

Telescopes and ancillary observing equipment are available to members for a small monthly fee.  Three 
200 mm Schmidt- Cassegrains, a 340 mm Newtonian and a 75 mm refractor telescopes are made 
available to AAQ members. 

Specialist activities undertaken by the AAQ 
include astrophotography, supernova searches, 
telescope making, occultation timings and 
variable star observing.  The latter two 
activities are fields of work where amateur 
astronomers with relatively basic equipment 
can make a real and valid contribution to the 
astronomy.  Occultation timings involves 
measuring when the Moon, planets and 
asteroids pass in front of stars with the 
information used to refine the orbits and 
geography of these solar system objects.  
Variable star observing involves monitoring 
the fluctuation in brightness of stars with the 
data used by professional astronomers to 
determine the behaviour and evolution of stars. 
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The Orion Nebula 

Whilst many members are content to visually observe the 
glories of the night sky, some prefer to capture the grandeur 
for posterity using film or CCD cameras.  Astrophotography 
is one of the major activities for amateur astronomers.  It has 
sufficient scope to last a lifetime whether you are interested in 
taking the occasional snapshot or in the pursuit of 
photographic excellence. 

Research into serious astronomical projects is encouraged by 
the AAQ through the provision of limited financial support to 
amateur astronomers and postgraduate students in Australia 
from the Edward Corbould Research Fund.    Recently funded 

research projects include supernova searches, CCD monitoring of variable stars, video observation of 
meteor showers, studying turbulence of interstellar gas and research into x-ray binary stars and black hole 
candidates. 

Membership is available to all people interested in astronomy.  Membership levels and costs are 
detailed on the rear of the attached application form.  If you would like further information on the AAQ 
or would like to join please complete the attached membership application form and send it to the 
General Secretary at the 

ASTRONOMICAL ASSOCIATION OF QUEENSLAND 
PO Box 6101 

St Lucia   QLD  4067 
Telephone:  (07) 3378 1173   or   (07) 3206 0692  Web:  www.aaq.org.au 



 

 
Membership Application Form For The 

ASTRONOMICAL ASSOCIATION OF QUEENSLAND 
PO Box 6101   St Lucia   QLD  4067 

Title:  ………     Surname:  ………………………….. Other Names:  …………………………………………. 

Address:  ………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………. 

Email:  …………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone (H):  ……………………… 

Telephone (B):  ……………………… 

Date Of Birth:   ……………………… 

Qualifications:  …………………………………………. Occupation:  …………………………………………... 

Membership (current or former) In Other Astronomical Societies:  …………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Fields Of Astronomical Interest:  …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Astronomical Instruments Owned:  ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

I hereby apply for membership and have enclosed the required annual fee plus an initial $4.00 joining fee. 

Membership Level (See Next Page) Tick Required Level Annual Fee + 
Joining Fee 

Total Cost 

Associate (Typical new member level)  $35.00 + $4.00  $39.00 

Full  $35.00 + $4.00 $39.00 

Student  $23.00 + $4.00 $27.00 

Pensioner  $23.00 + $4.00 $27.00 

Family  $50.00 + $4.00 $54.00 

Total Amount Enclosed   $ 

A one-off  joining fee of $4.00 is added to the annual membership for new members  to cover new membership package costs   

I agree to abide by the Constitution, Rules and By-Laws of the Astronomical Association Of Queensland. 

Signature:  …………………………………………….    Date:  ………………………… 

      AAQ Use Only 

Nominee:  ………………………………………… Nominee:  ……………………………………………….. 

   (Full Member)           (Full Member) 

Membership Fees of  $  …………… paid on  ……………….. Treasurer:  ……………………………… 



 

 

INFORMATION ON MEMBERSHIP LEVELS AND FEES 

 

The following membership levels and fees are available in the AAQ: 

Membership Level Annual Fee 

Full $35.00 

Associate $35.00 

Family $50.00 

Pensioner $23.00 

Student $23.00 

Honorary - 

A once off $4.00 joining fee applies to all applications. 

Full Membership is given to those engaged in astronomical research or contributing 
observational data (e.g. variable star or occultation timing measurements) to a bona fide 
astronomical organisation.  Full membership provides voting rights and the opportunity 
to become an office bearer or member of the AAQ Council. 

Associate Membership is available to any individual who wishes to join the AAQ and 
is not subject to a concession discount.  Associate members who meet the full 
membership requirements as per the AAQ Constitution may, upon request, be upgraded 
to full membership after completing two years at the associate level.  There is no cost to 
be upgraded. 

Family Membership is applicable to two or members of a direct family that is not 
subject to a concession on membership fees.  Individuals under the family membership 
have the same status as an Associate member. 

Pensioner/Student Membership. A concession on membership fees is available to 
holders of an Aged Pensioner Card or to full-time students under 19 years of age. 

Honorary Membership is conferred by the AAQ Council onto members who make an 
outstanding contribution to the science of astronomy or to the AAQ. 
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